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INTER-AFRICAN 


Health Official Comments on AIDS Policy 
$4000097a Lilongwe MALAWI NEWS in Enelish 
13-19 Feb 88 p 2 


[Text] Malawi does not see how any particular country 
could be reported to have a higher incidence of the killer 
disease AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) 
because there are a lot of factors that have to be taken 
into account before coming up with such a conclusion 
the country’s Chief of Health Services has said 


He was speaking on Thursday night to a BBC (British 
Broadcasting Corporation) correspondent Jannet Ander- 
son in an interview carned on BBC radio 


The Malawi Chief of Health Services was commenting 
on a report made by the South Afncan Minister ci 
Health. Mr Wille van Nickerk, to newsmen in Cape 
Town on Monday this week that Malawi: was one of the 
high risk Countries in this part of Africa for AIDS 


Mr Nickerk announced during the press bricfing that 
South Afnca will deport up to 1,000 black migrant 
workers who were carrying the deadly AIDS virus and 
that most of those affected were from Malawi He said 
the others were from Zimbabwe. Zambia and l ganda 


On why there were more Malawian migrant mine work- 
ers with AIDS in South Africa than from other countrnes 
the chief of Health Service said: “I think there 1s not very 
much we all know in general about the problem cf AIDS 
There are certain aspects of it that we cannot explain 


Scientific 


“I cannot explain to you why any particular country at 
the moment should have higher incidences of AIDS ihan 
others. I think there are a lot of factors that have to be 
taken into account and in this particular situation, | do 
not have all the facts with me to give you a reasonable 
scientific answer on that question.” 


The sensor health official explained that at present. the 
actual number of AIDS sufferers in Malawi, like in many 
other countries, was not known. He said for 2 long time 
the country did not have the scientific capability to 
screen for the AIDS virus let alone to do confirmatory 
tests 


“We, therefore, are not able to give you an indication of 
exactly how many AIDS sufferers there may be in 
Malawi,” he added 


Asked whether Malawi's health services would cope if up 
to a thousand Malawians were repatriated form South 
Africa, the chief of health services said that the country 
had limited resources 
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“It would definitely be an added strain on our already 
lamited resources but we would have to see the best we 
can do about them.” he added 


The chiet of health services sand Malawi: would, however, 
be concerned whether the r-:ne workers had the AIDS 
infection before they left the country or afterwards. “l 
am say.ng this because they do not take their families 
when they go to work \n the mines, so the possibility of 
contracting the AIDS infection while they had already 
left Malawi certainly does exist.” he stated 


The semor health official stated that if the Malawian 
mine workers came back home. the government would 
be interested in following them up very carefully from 
the public health point of view and within the country's 
lumited resources 


“We would follow their families or other contacts and do 
the best that we can for them.” he added. The chief of 
health services also said that malawi: would cooperate 
with other countries, including South Africa, in combat- 
ting the AIDS problem 


Of late. the Malaw: Government has intensified its 
efforts of educating the public about AIDS and how to 
avoid contracting it through the media and public mect- 
ings. The problem of AIDS 1s a matter of international 
concern. Its spread knows no boundary and it docs not 
discriminate on the basis of nationality 


Pas Pu 


New Spray Successful Against Locust Plagues 
§4000100c Marare THE FARMING GAZETTE in 
Enelish 26 Feh 8&8 p 39 


(Text) A Brittsh company and a Norwegian aid organi- 
sation are clayming a major victory in the war against the 
plagues of locust and grasshoppers that devastate crops 
and vegetation in northern and central Africa 


Official trials carried out by Mali government scientists 
have shown “remarkable” results from the application of 
an insecticide spray using a new vegetable ol emulsifier, 
C odacide, developed and produced by Microcide Lid, of 
Stanton in castern England 


I rials 


(ver the past few months. the British spray specialist has 
shipped and airfreighied over 60 tonnes of spray concen 
trate to Africa, working through the Oslo-based Stromme 
Memorial Foundation 


The trials took place in the Kayes region of Mali which 
has been badly affected by the ravages of locusts and 
grasshopper, Using knapsack sprays. tcams of farm- 
workers treated infested crops and folhage with fenitro- 
thian msecticide, Codacide on] emulsifier and water 
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Not only did they achieve a 100 percent grasshopper kill 
within 45 minutes, but did so using only one-fifth of the 
amount of insecticide recommended by the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAQ) for sprays mixed solely 
with water 


This success prompted Stromme’s consultant, Mr Sigurd 
Fossland. to recommend that insecticide inclusion rates 
with Codacide should be even further reduced to only 
one-tenth of the FAO figure. In addition to cutting costs 
even more, this would obviate any threat to beneficial 
imsects in the vicinity 


When mixed with a pesticide or herbicide. Codacide 
completely surrounds the chemical molecules with cap- 
sules of vegetable oil. Applied as a spray with water 
these capsules (droplets) stick to the insect or plant and 
spread evenly over the surtace, allowing efficient pene- 
tration of the chemical 


Unlike water-based spray concentrates, those mixed with 
( odacide oil do not deteriorate in storage. According to 
Mr Fossiand this gave an added benefit in human safety 
terms to the African project, since there was no need for 
the workers to handle chemicals when making up spray 
in quantity. It can be shipped diluted in water and ready 
to use 


The successful outcome of these trials means that full- 
scale spraying Operations can now go ahead in the plague 
areas of Mali and, in due course. in neighbouring African 
States. In fact, helicopters are already applying spray 
containing only one-tenth of the FAO-recommended 
volume of pesticide 


Codacide oi has been produced by Microcide since 
1984. It has been used to spray over 809.400 hectares of 
ereals and other crops with herbicides, fungicides and 
pesticides, usually at half the recommended amount of 
chemical Microcide Ltd, Stanton, Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk, United Kingdom. IP32 2AR 


9274 
BOTSWANA 
National AIDS Workshop Held 


Minister Makes Opening Statement 
$4000095 Gaborone BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS in 
English 25 Feb 88p] 


[Text] The absence of a vaccine to prevent AIDS or 
treatment to cure victims means that people's knowledgc 
of transmission and other dynamics of the disease must 
be used to curb its spread 


The minister for presidential affairs and public admin- 
istration. Mr Ponatshego Kedikilwe gave this advice 


when opening a 5-day national AIDS workshop in Fran- 
cisiown 


tv 
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AIDS has 
and in many 


pecome a 


oiner 


He observed that the spread of 
serious threat both locally 
countnes of the world 


oO tile 


AIDS. he noted. has become a topical rssuc the world 
over and it has the potential of being the worst scourge of 
mankind in modern times 


The minister sand AIDS threatens to parallel the ereat 
scourges of the middie ages caused by the plaguc. cholera 
and syphilis 


He recalled that there were 18 knows cases of the disease 
and 8 of these died. He said 142 people are known to be 
positive and therefore harbour the virus adcing that 
there were definitely many unknown cases of the disease 


The minister also mentioned that sectors whose imput 
were immediately needed in the AIDS campaign include 
the governments Department of Information and 
Broadcasting. the and the Ministry of 
Education 


privatc media 


rie said these will be in addition to the health sector 
which of necessity has to provide leadership and play the 
role of coordination and guidance 


He urged participants to be frank as needed so that the 
message passed to the public through mass communica 
tion could be clear and frank 


The minister stressed that AIDS education should be 
passed to schools so that students could be taught about 
sexually iransmitted diseases together with family life 
education and other subjects 


Earlier, welcoming participants, the Mayor of Fran 
cistown, Councillor Iqbal Ebrahim sand AIDS has 
evoked emotion, panic and fear and in one swoop made 
mankind think twece abut the so-called liberated moral 
attitudes 

Mr Ebrahim said according to recent stairstics, mor 
than 72.000 cases have been reported worldwide and 
another 10 million are suspected to have contracted th 
discax 


Ethical Questions Considered 
S4000095 Gaborone BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS in 
Enelish | Mar 88 p 4 


[Article by Kesholofetse Phetihu] 


[Text] Ards has had devastating implications on the 
social and economic spheres of society in addition to the 
serious health problems it has posed. participants al a 
workshop on the discase have said 


Fran 
the 


T he which ended in 
cistown week its kond 


discovery of AIDS cases in the country 


multi-sectoral work shop 


last was in first of sInce 
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The workshop called ior Collective etioris im 
the deadly disease and made a special appca 
victims and Carriers 10 Come to the open 


The workshop noted that because of the ethics of the 
medical profession, health staff were bound to refrain 
from disclosing the identify of AIDS victims and carriers 
without their consent 

Howe eT the workshop reo ‘cd tinal Te cr1cepiona 
circumstances where it had been proved that an AIDS 
Patient was conducting hinself or herself in a manners 
dangerous to the public appropriate measures to restrau 
him or her must be taken 


A panei at the workshop also expressed concern about a 
set of people who were called emplovees constantly in 
contact with AIDS”"—among whom were named the 
police, army officers and first aiders likels handk 
emergency cases while they would be unprotected or 
without protective implements 


It was the feeling Of panciists that guidelines st 
drawn up on how these peopk 
at work and on how emplovees with AIDS also have t 
be protected from falling victim to other infectrons 
because they are immuno s Ippressed 


It came out during the discusseons that the group or 
dominantly affected by AIDS 
between 20 and 49 vears 


consisied of people aged 


The panclists als ) rarsed gucstirons anoutl 
and insurance 


mi r aT 


The workshop then resolved thal AIDS hy lassified as 
one of the work related dis ases tor certain occupal ns 


and called for a review of the ¢ mpensation Act and ti 


Insurance Act in relatvon to AIDS 

A representative of the Attorn (scneral s ( hambers 
Mr Neville Chadwick told the workeh tral ihe “as 
no law stipulating thal a persor jd be tired because of 


an infection 


Con the gucstion of an ducatrona ampaigr 1h 
workshop felt that the eovernment should address 
itself to the resuc of & Parating spouses through post 
ings and transfers 

The workshop also spoke for the use of loca inguasg 


and characters in audi0-visuals to make the unformat»wor 
relevant and fully meaningful | larect groups and 


cipressec thre need Tf ty v“ nm? Be aT a 7 * 77 “7 
status of the AIDS scoure 

It was felt that information provided must assist i 
changing Dehavior by taking int nesdevatoon trad 

Tonal he| ets and attiiwces as we ae rT g , pts 
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Insurance Forms Io Include AIDS Questions 
SSMS Grahorone BOTSU ANA DALY NEWS 


Text] Lite mmsuranc mpanics include Gucsiions 
mn AIDS in ther life assurance proposal forms and seck 
medical cxhamination reports starting in March thes vear 
n their initial step towards msisting on HIV tests 

Thies was rm cd in a paper presenicd to the ongoing 
lirst nathonal workshop on the discase Dy a represcnia 
1 fa lite Assurar . sultative C ommuattec, Mr Cs 


Hastings 


He told the seminar attended fy medical capers, tra 
ditronal healers and intar Organisations. among 
inners that t? 1 sf Assurance Industry in th rountrs 
“as rect a Ls it i? tu wT { ' ATTN mone 14 


H “a d ir presemn ! AIDS the country had STDP 
lant mp Te 1 wre ‘ terns ’ f uly ‘ reliatwons and roar 
tality risk which had implications on the perception of 
all auestoons about AIDS b fe assurance proprict 

AL apressed the desi | jet ssurance oOmpanics t 

hay “Trecning ts let ‘ 1 d misty high resk appli ants 
m ir mec way as they offer covers tor other hegh risk 

| Nd d ! fg 
app! cants such as thos suffering from cancer or nro 


b ar | te wminar pari bricted ow 1h 


procedure of testing AIDS by Dr Ally Kombec. specials 


pants “cry 


pathologist im the Minrests hHicalth 
lr hee pr \ nial 7a) 1 by h rr Pw mphas Ns cj 1 Pre ' rit ectk r) 
train t th dj iccted ‘ tems Of AIDS Quality nirol 
anal method * ana pecrformar f «tatt 
H splained that m order 1 nsur onfidentialit 
“ic names are used and the results ar minientia 
hetween thre odenarn mad th r “wpila and ecvet ny 
[™ << nr ih miorn wr oe the gt ih nent cl 
t Pig Tél tir 
. . . 
( onference Passes Resolutions 

gin”) f AOIT NUM ANA Poa) NPS 
z= ; if 5% 

Article by Kesholofetse Phetit 
Text] The $-day first national workshop on AIDS ended 
af brar a ’ . \ stiles pa ng , mri Pwr ’ 
‘ if ¥ ’ " "hs tT, mr nc ’ ’ me ’ , 
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According to Dr Roming and Dr F. Wachira of the 
AMREF’s Hydatid Department. AMREF 1s currently 
maintaining a vigorous hydatid programme among the 
pastoral people of Turkana in the northern part of the 
country. 


“The main thrust of the programme was to give regular 
dose to the infected dogs while we destroy the stray 
ones,” they said. Approximately 200 dogs exrst in the 
control area and 60 percent of them are dosed every 6 
weeks. 
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LIBERIA 


‘Paragonimus’ New Disease in Lofa 
S4000089 Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in Enelish 
27 Jan S& p y 


[Article by Ephraim Johns, freelance reporter] 


[Text] Medical doctors in Zorzor, Lofa County. have 
discovered a new disease bearing symptorns similar to 
the deadly disease tuberculosis (TB) 


The disease, which doctors in Zorzor Dustrict have 
named “Paragonimus,” was discovered in patients 
found vomitting blood, and who were thought to have 
contracted tuberculosis 


Dr Mark H. Monson, medical director of the Curran 
Lutheran Hospital in Zorzor, disclosed that the disease 
was discovered following intensive medical research and 
laboratory tests on several patients thought to have 
contracied TB 


He said that during the laboratory tests at the Curran 
Hospital, it was discovered that the new disease comes 
from a virus found in the saliva of patients coughing 
blood. 


Mr Monson disclosed that “Paragonimus.” the new 
disease, 1s primarily found in individuals who usually eat 
half-cooked crabs, thus research has shown that half- 
cooked crabs are the major source of the new disease 
virus. 


However, Dr Monson was quick to advise the public not 
to panic because the disease can be cured by the admin- 
istration of what he called “praziquantil treatment.” 


He said that in some instances. “Paragonimus” virus 
automatically disappears after it stays in the patient's 
blood stream for a length of time 


Dr Mark Monson then explained that the disease, “Pa- 
ragonimus,” 1s not contageous, bul 1s sometimes mis- 
taken for tuberculosis 





AFRICA (SU B-SAHARA) 


The Curran Hospital medical director further noted that 
the new disease was first detected in February 1980 
during a laboratory test conducted on some patients 
suspected of having TB 


The hospital 1s noted for its research activities. During 
one of its researches, the hospital discovered what 1s 
today known as “lassa fever.” which killed American 
missionary, Esther Bacon, in 1972 


9604 
NIGERIA 


\leningitis of “Cocktail Strain’ Strikes Again 
S4000086 Lagos THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN in 
Enelish 4 Feb SS ps 


[Article by Mike Uban: with Saka Ibrahim in llorin 
“The Killer ‘Cocktail’ Strikes Again, Doctors Apprehen- 
sive of a Meningitis Eprdemic™] 


[Excerpts] Once thought as being confined to the 
parched zone of the savannah north, meningitis 1s now 
creeping ito the floral south. though, health experts say 
the disease 1s yet to assume epidemic proportions in this 
part of the country. Says a meningitis expert at the St 
Nicholas Hospital, Lagos: “On average, we treat one or 
two patients a week during the harmattan period.” Al 
HTH. three other cases have also been confirmed. Tac- 
iturn health officials in government-owned hospitals in 
Lagos, refused to comment on whether they have been 
secing meningitis cases, but some doctors in the private 
hospitals agree that the casualty list in government 
hospitals may be high since they attend to many chil- 
dren 


While the toll of death and illness in the south may be 
negligible. that of the north presents a frightening pic- 
ture. About 200 people are said to have died from an 
ailment suspected to be meningitis between last October 
and January, in the Jema‘a Local Government arca of 
Kaduna State. In the non-meningitis belt of Kwara State 
eight deaths have been recorded since the year. Five of 
the deaths occurred at the University of Ilorin Teaching 
Hospital (UITH): two at the government-owned Sob: 
Specialist Hospital, and one at the Civil Service Clinic, 
liorin. The authorities of UITH informed THE AFRI- 
CAN GUARDIAN, January 20, that six persons were 
still being treated for meningitis. The hospital admitted 
71 persons for meningitis last year, of which 15 died 


But even more alarming 1s the discovery that apart from 
the 5.000 strains of the meningitis bacteria already 
“catalogued,” a new “cocktail” strain of the bacteria has 
been identified. Reports say that in the last two weeks 
the novel strain, has killed nine persons, while 20 others 
have been hospitalised. Doctors in Nigeria are already 
apprehensive as the “cocktail” strain 1s believed to be 


particularly fatal to children 
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Stull there ts another worrisome aspect. Clinical signs of 
the disease are becoming so vague that 1t may be hard to 
identify an infection until it 1s too late. To avoid this, an 
expert in Lagos, counsels that once a case of meningitis 1s 
suspected, “You can start treatment immediately and 
later do confirmatory tests” 


The best anti-dote against meningiiis, according to Dr 
Ogunsakin, 1s vaccination. The chief Consultant. Kwara 
State Epidemiological Unit, Dr. Joseph Idowu, informed 
THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN, that last October 
239,000 people in Kwara State were immunised against 
the disease. At the wake of the recent outbreak. the state 
unit set up nine centres for mass immunisation. But the 
exercise might be stymied by inadequacy of vaccines. By 
last week, Idowu said the unii had only 240,000 doses of 
CSM vaccines to cover a population of about three 
million, and has making representations to the Federal 
Ministry of Health for more vaccines 


CSM 1s an annual health problem in Nigeria. particularly 
in the dry north. And 11 ts not that health authorities are 
unaware of the prevalence of the disease. bul as onc 
federal health ministry official explained. the funds to 
purchase sufficient vaccines are limited 
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Malaria Cases Increase; Disease Spreads to 
Highlands 


SZ0000R §, 
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Nairoln DAILY NATION in Enelish 
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[Text] The incidence of Malaria in the Central African 
State of Rwanda has increased fivefold over the past | | 
years as the disease developed resistance to drugs, Health 
Minister Casimiar Bizimungu said yesterday 


Bizimungu told an international conference on infe 


thous diseases that the incidence had risen from |.948 
cases per 100.000 people in 1976 to 10.331 cases in 
}9R” 


The disease has spread to highland areas where it was 
previously unknown and 1s now striking down strong 
young people who once had some immunity. he added 
The reason for the increase was the discase's 
resistance to chloroquine. the most widely used and the 
least toxic of the anti-malaria drugs. he said 


main 


The Minister described malaria as Rwanda’s top public 
health prnority and said its social and cconomic conse 
quences were more serious than those of Aids ( Acquired 
Immune Deficrency Syndrome), which 1s also 
spread in Rwanda 


wide 
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“Research work on this problem ts extremely urgent 
The developed countries should take the malaria prob- 
lem as they have Aids since i first 
appeared ~ he added 


seriously as 


Rwanda’s Aids control programme had received hun- 
dreds of millions of francs (millions of dollars) in foreign 
tunding. while an American-funded campaign against 
communicable childhood diseases, including malaria. 
had received only 50 million francs (675,000 dollars), he 
Said 
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National Aati-AIDS Strategy D- tailed 
S40000 77h Dekar WAL FADIRI in French 
+Y Jan SA p id 


[Text] As the AIDS epidemic unfolds, ibe weapons used 
to combat i in certain countries continue to flourish 
antui-AIDS tests at borders for arriving toreigners, for 
pregnant women and for any citizen having spent more 
than 3 months abroad. and drastic measures against 
‘seropositives” (prison, for cxample). In Senegal, all this 
seems to amuse specialists of the disease, who reject 
anything of a repressive nature, in accordance with the 
attitude taken by WHO. We are ready to fight, they 
maintain, but not at any price. For AIDS 1s a disease like 
any other. Only a sustained effort, free of sensationalism 
can check ut. The National Committee, which gives top 
priority to education, has established a 4-point anti- 
AIDS strategy: surveillance of the disease’s progression 
a reduction in sexual transmission, climination of the 
risk of transmission via blood products and improved 
methods for taking charge of scropositive individuals 


(ORS 


1987 AIDS Figures Released 
$4000077a Dakar WAL FADJIRI in French 
XY Jan i p Id 


[Article by Birane Coning] 


(Text) In June 1987. during the presentation of her 
department's budget to the National Assembly, Mrs 
Marie Sarr Mbodje revealed that |! cases of AIDS had 
been detected in our country. Of these |! cases, 4 had 
ended in death. Since then. not a word. No additional 
information was provided to the public, despite its desire 
to know 


It was not until the Second Annual Colloquium on the 
Prevention of AIDS and Other Human Viral Diseases 
held last |! and 12 December u the School cf Medicine 
that 11 was possible to ect an idea of the evolution of the 
It was during these sessions that 

onfirmed cases in our country 


disease in our country 
the number of officially 
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was divulged. As of 4 December. 66 cases were con- 
firmed in the principal hospital medical centers in 
Dakar. Of these different cases. 29 had resulted in death 
The others are esther still being followed by the health 
services or have lost touch with them 


Among these 66 cases, 53 were men (predominantly 
single) and 13 were women (including one 4 year old) 
Since December however, no new confirmed case has 
been brought to the attention of the National Commitice 
to Combat AIDS. By confirmed case 1s meant one in 
which the virus causing AIDS has been detected by 
specific laboratory testing. done at the Le Dantec Hos- 
pital microbiology laboratory. Thus, there can be no 
doubt about the cases confirmed to date 


Reassuring Data 


What is worrisome, however, is the progression in the 
nuinber of cases recorded in the space of a few months 
5 cases in December, 1986, 7 in April, 1987, 11 in June. 
1987 and 66 in December, 1987. This quantitative leap 
in one year leads Professor Abdourahamane Sow. of 
Fann Hospital, to believe that the disease is indeed 
among us: “the official cases seem to be only the up of 
the iceberg.” 


Recommendations of caution, in this period of “relative 
calm”, cannot be far behind. According to Professor 
Mboup, head of the microbiology lab of Le Dantec 
Hospital, “we are living at what 1s the beginning of an 
epidemic. For each case of AIDS that is detected, there 
are 10 to 100 seropositive people.” However. on the 
basis of certain epidemiological data, the two physicians 
were anxious to be more reassuring 


First of all 1s the fact that the majority of known patients 
were infected abroad. Next 1s the situation “very specific 
to Senegal and West Africa” in which HIV1, the caus- 
ative agent of the disease, is found less frequently. There 
iS a greater prevalence of another retrovirus (the HIV 2 
group), whose link with AIDS 1s much less well-estab- 
lished at the present time. Professor Souleymane Mboup 
considers this a key point in following the situation 
Global study of the entire population shows that the 
prevalence of HIV! is very low (0.5 percent), while the 
HIV2 group accounts for 4.6 percent 


However, the situation varies from one study group to 
another. Thus, in control groups (subjects who are 
healthy or have no illnesses linked with the AIDS virus) 
HIV! accounts for only 0.1 percent, while HIV2 occurs 
0.5 percent of the time, for an overall prevalence of 0.6 
percent. In high-risk populations (prostitutes). the very 
high overall prevalence (16 percent) was distributed as 
follows: 0.4 percent wer > HIV! and the remainder HIV 2 
All these figures, however, vary from one region to 
another 


fs 
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The epidemiological picture of the disease thus seems 
favorable in some respects for our country. This does not 
mean there 1s no rmsk of a breakout of the disease. 
especially since many points have not yet been totally 
mastered in the study of AIDS. There 1s no lack of 
benchmarks. however. in the fight against AIDS in 
Senegal. Even though some specialists ruled out early on 
a rise IN prostitution as a Situation likely to promote the 
development of AIDS (more than 50 consultations a day 
at the central files), the fact that the Senegalese travel 
more and more and that our country 1s open to all 
influences lead us to believe that such factors are not at 
all negligible in its spread. The important point 1s to 
avoid making a total abstraction of the possibility 


The national multidisciplinary commitice set up last 
October, 1986 has a'ready launched its offensive. It will 
soon kick off the educational phase of its drive, made 
possible through emergency funds provided by the 
World Health Organization (WHO), USAID. the French 
Cooperation agency and the Dakar- Tours-Limoges-Bos- 
ton inter-university agreement. The question 1s whether 
this committee has the means to carry oul a real anti 
AIDS policy. According to Professor Mboup and Dr 
Ndove. the resources will be made available. Thanks to 
the national program to combat AIDS set up by the state 
and approved by WHO. a funding meeting 1s scheduled 
for the |S and 16 February with moncylenders interested 
in the question. Thus, even though the state has not 
“mobilized” a dime since the national committee was 
formed, it stull made possible contact with the financiers 
who will provide the wherewithal for conducting the 
anti-AIDS campaign 


The fight against AIDS 1s not a super-priority compared 
to other health programs. In the opinion of Mrs Marie 
Sarr Mbodje. expressed during a debate in the National 
Assembly. AIDS 1s not the only battle to be fought. There 
are also the other illnessess, particularly childhood ones 
which are greater killers than AIDS. Professor Sow, 
however, 18 unequivocal: if care 1s not taken, in 5 to 7 
years from now, AIDS will kill more people than measles 
and tetanus 


AIDS is among us. Only a national effort will conquer it 


O9825 
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Johannesburg Anti-AIDS Campaign Underway 
S400008$Sh Johanneshure BUSINESS DAY in Enelish 
2S FebSS pl 


[Article by Elsabe Wessels] 


[Text] A large-scale campaign to combat the spread of 
AIDS in Johannesburg—home of 62 percent of SA’s 
AIDS cases—has been given the go-ahead by the city 
council 
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A motion calling for a campaign of sex education 
condom machines in public places, the testing of prost:- 
tutes and escorts, and for AIDS to be declared a notfi- 
able disease. was put forward by PFP councillor Molly 
Kopel at Tuesday night's meeting and unanimously 
accepted 


Kopel said 62 percent of all AIDS cases in SA were in 
Johannesburg. 


She called fer a government commission to investigate 
and report or the incidence of AIDS among employees 
of escort agencies and prostitutes 


She proposed controlled testing and called for local 
authorities to exercise control over escort agencies 


“It rs absolutely essential for AIDS to be made a notifi- 
able disease with guaranteed confidentiality. World fig- 
ures have shown there are 10 carners for every one 
diagnosed AIDS victim,” Kopel said 


World Health Organisation figures showed America and 
Britain experienced a 40 percent increase in AIDS last 
year and that should be a warning to SA, she added 
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Three More People in Durban Area Develop 
AIDS 

$4000090a Johanneshure SOWETAN in Enelish 
} Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Three more people in the Durban area have 
developed tull-blown AIDS, Prof Dennis Pudifin. a 
member of the National AIDS Advisory Group. said 
yesterday 


One 1s a black man. and the other two are white and they 
are all from the Durban area 


“They are not sick, and they have not been admitted to 
hospitals © 


He said two other people had shown positive in the test 
for the anti-body against the AIDS virus.—SAPA 
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Government's Recently Launched Anti-AIDS 
Campaign Seen as Inadequate 

$4000090b Johannesburg FINANCIAL MAIL in 
English 26 Feb 88 pp 62-63 


[Text] Latest figures (January | 988) show that 76 people 
in SA—most of whom face certain death—are infected 
with the AIDS virus and approximately 10,000 are 
carriers 


And, on the surface, government appears to 


13 
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have conceded that the recently launched Rim ant:- 
AIDS ad campaign 1s inadequate to curb its spread. Says 
National Health spokesman George Watermeyer. “It 1s a 
drop in the ocean.” 


Watermever, who spoke on TV's Netwerk, admits that 
warnings against AIDS should be strengthened and 
repeated. He invites business and other organisations to 
participate in (and, probably, donate towards) the cam- 


paign 


The campaign 1s more than a little miserly by compar- 
son with the militarys which Pretorna was prepared to 
spend on the now notonous Info song. Nor can ut 
compare with expenditure by other nations. In Britain 
for instance, PM Margaret Thatcher allocated more than 
R100m in 1985 for a national campaign that included 
1.500 giant billboards across the country, a 23m Icaflet 
mailing to households, schools and pharmacies, a 24- 
hour AIDS “health line”. and explicit videos aimed 
directly at students. British television networks chipped 
in with more than R6m worth of anti—AIDS pro 
grammes 


Australia hit the headlines in 1986 with its multimillion 
dollar government-sponsored ad showing the Grim 
Reaper bowling over a rack of human ten-pins. It gener- 
ated 13.000 calls to an AIDS hotline in its first week and 
was so shocking that parliament debated banning i 
because it was terrifying children 


America hesitated before plunging into the antr-AIDS 
war, because of disagreement over the approach. C on- 
servatives wanted to stress sexual abstinence, while 
liberals wanted intensive sex education. Since 1985. 
however, the US government has spent tens of millions 
on a multi-layered approach to people of all nationalities 
and educational levels within its complicated melting 
pot socicty 


SA, always a later starter, 1s only now getting into gear 
Watermeyer defends government's delay in addressing 
the :ssuc. “It 1s to our advantage that we were able to 
learn from the international campaign.” he told TV 
viewers. In the rest of the world the carly start to the 
campaign could have been a question of “too early, too 
heavy.” says Watermeyer. He also thinks that the 
explicit nature of international campaign could have 
resulted in resistance 


Yet, after waiting for years to get into gear, the South 
African campaign 1s expectea to bring an overnight 
response 


Says media director Albert Botha, of McCann de Vil- 
hers, which landed the account: “Tenders were put out 
in November last year and about 30-odd agencies pre- 
sented. That was trimmed down to four finalists and we 
were advised on December 4 that we would do the 
campaign. There was no Christmas or New Year for any 
of us, because we just had to get it ready for January.’ 
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He says the media have helped by gi .. 2 space ard tume 
either free or at discounts. “Everybody wants to see this 
Campaign given the widest possible coverage. so they re 
all trying to give it a push.” 


The ads are aimed at educating rather than frightening 
and pay due regard—perhaps too much—to the sensitiv- 
ities Of conservatives. The campaign has already been 
critscised from various quarters in that it does not 
sufficiently address those groups more prone to infec- 
tion, male homosexuals in particular 


Prof Johan Heyns, moderator of the NG Kerk. told the 
FM that he was shown the documentation relating to the 
proposed campaign by a National Health official prior to 
the launch. He had no ethical or moral objections. As for 
propagating the use of condoms in ads—until recently a 
taboo subject—Heyns says philosophically: “It looks like 
the lesser of two evils to me.” 


In government circles there had been, and continues to 
be, a strict ban on the focusing on homosexual activities 
The ads, therefore, only broadly warn against “sleeping 
around.” Yet a recent study of more than |.000 women 
at West London Hospital showed that the risks of 
contracting AIDS from normal heterosexual sex are 
minimal. A study published in the BRITISH MEDIC AIL 
JOURNAL said that AIDS in Western countries was so 
far confined largely to homosexual men 


Perhaps the campaign should in future be addressed to 
those specific groups—regardiess of puritanical objec- 
tions. And perhaps the use of condoms among homosex- 
ual inmates should be sanctioned by the Department of 
Prisons 


Government actually has no option if 1 wants its anti- 
AIDS campaign to have any real effect. And the money 
has to be kept coming, too, and the target market has to 
be expanded to include AIDS-related education in 
schools 


Like it or not, government 1s going to have to deal with 
AIDS for the foreseeable future. It has not got off to a 
good start 
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AIDS Awareness Television Campaign Launched 
S400008Sa Cape Town THE ARGUS in English 

3 Feb 88 p 3 

Aids awareness 


[Text] SABC-TV's campaign was 


launched last night. 


An advertisement was screened after 9 pm on TV! after 
a week of teaser advertisements 


“It 1s early days for reaction but we must be realistic and 
we do expect some,” said an SABC spokesman 
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The advertisement will be shown on all TV channels, but 
at different times. It will appear on TV1 and TV4 after 9 
pm and on TV2 and TV3 between 7 and 9 pm 


The advertisement. in 30 and 60-second versions, 1s part 
of a campaign involving TV. radio and the Press, accord- 
ing to the SABC spokesman 


It advises the use of condoms. but they are not shown on 
the screen. They are also mentioned in the radio version 


The SABC spokesman said the advertisement was “not a 
condom commercial but an Aids awareness campaign 
including a possible method of control.” 


The teaser advertisements featuring the words “Kevin 
loves Jane” —and other girls—was about promiscuity 


The spokesman said the TV and radio campaign was not 
a public services announcement but paid for and con- 
tracted 
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Cassava Mealy Bugs Spread 
$4000093h Dar es Salaam TANZANIA DAILY NEWS 
in Enelish 12 Feb S8 pl 


[Text] Despite efforts by peasants to uproot and burn 
infested cassava plants, mealy bugs are still on the 
increase, invading new fields, a survey by the DAILY 
NEWS in several villages in Dar es Salaam has shown 


At Mbez: Village. about 16 kilometres from the city, a 
peasant, Katarina Luhende, uprooted one third of her 
cassava in her infested shamba. She «as dealing with 
bugs at different stages of growth including tiny cggs 


“| don't know what else | should do. These insects 
Started invading my shamba 2 months ago. Look at ail 
these tubers. They have wounds and they are unfit for 
eating. What shall we do”” she asked as she continued to 
uproot more plants 


An agricultural expert said such efforts could no’ be 
helpful unless the heap of infested plants was bu: ned 
immediately to prevent bugs from being blown by wind 
to healthy plants 


“All healthy plants should sprayed with pesticide (phen- 
thoate or rogor) to kill any remaining bugs.” he said 


At Chanika Village in Ilala District, a peasant, Ndugu 
Mohammed Mtilili, said he noticed his cassava plants 
drying up from top to bottom last November and “I 
thought it was due to the general drought in the area 
Now I know it 1s bugs because I see them.” He has lost 
half a hectar: 
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The bugs have also been spotted in Mbagala. Mission 
Msalabani area, in Temeke District 


Meanwhile, the bugs spotted in pincappies in some 
farms around Dar es Salaam are not the same as those 
currently affecting the cassava plants known as cassava 
mealy bug, it was clarified on Tuesday 


The assistant commissioner in the Ministry of Agzicul- 
ture and Livestock Development, Ndugu Albert Mush. 
told SHIHATA on Tuesday that the mealy bugs only 
feed on cassava plants and not on other species of plants 


He said that the pineapple bugs were known to Tanzania 
and that their destruction effect was insignificant 


There was a growing fear among pineapple growers 
around Dar es Salaam that the mealy bugs wei attacking 
their crop. 


Farmers in Madale and Boko areas had complained that 
their pineapples were being attacked by mealy bugs. The 
bugs were spotted recently in Boko 


The assistant commussioner said that even the wasps 
ordered from Nigeria for the biological control of cas- 
sava mealy bugs would only be effective for the cassava 
mealy bugs and not other types of bugs 
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Army Worms Invade Mtwara District 
$4000093a Dar es Salaam TANZANIA DAILY NEWS 
in Enelish 13 Feb 88 p 3 


[Text] A swarm of army worms have invaded a total of 
100 hectares of farm land in Mtwara Urban district 
causing minor damage to crops and pastures. the 
Regional Agricultural and Livestock Development 
Officer (RADO), Ndugu Abdallah Mwenkalicy. has said 


He told SHIHATA yesterday in an interview that the 
invasion occurred on 3 February around the Naliendele 
Agricultural Institute and from there the worms quickly 
spread to the areas of Likonde, Kihanga, Shangan: 
Ziwani, Mbae and Railways 


Ndugu Mwenkalley who described the invasion as 
“mild” said his office was mobilizing resources to fight 
the worms, adding that so far several agricultural experts 
from the district and regional offices had begun spraying 
the affected areas to kill the army worms 


He also said that the regional office had ordered for a 
consignment of 8,000 litres of a chemical called “fenitr- 
hion™ from the Ministry of Agriculture in Dar es Salaam 
to be used in spraying infested areas in the district 


Other items ordered from the ministry also included one 
carton of torch batteries to be used in spraying machines 
known zs the ulu. 


15s 
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Ndugu Mwenkalliey called on people i other arcas of the 
region to report to nearest agricultural offices soon on 
spotting the worms in their areas 


He said that so far Newala. Mitwara Rural Districts have 
not been affected by the worms 


}>>}D 


ZIMBABWE 


AIDS Counseling Group Lacks Financial Support 
$4000100 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in 
English 26 Feb 8&8 p 7 


[Text] Mutare’s proneering achievement in setting up the 
country’s first voluntary organisation to counsel and 
guide any and all Aids-positive victims and their families 
has so fa; reached much applause—bul comparatively 
little financial support 


Known as the Family Aids Counselling Trust (FACT) 
and headed by a Mutare medical practitioner, Dr Geofl 
Foster, with the help of volunteers and a dozen churches 
FACT 1s facing big problems in trying to tackle the many 
calls for assistance it 1s received 


As reported in the GAZETTE last month, it has been 
estimated that about 5.000 of the 80,000 people in 
Mutare have been found to have the Aids-positive virus 
in their blood 


FACT, which 1s open to all, exrsts 10 offer help, guidance 
and hope to all these fnghtened people, as well as 
educating their families and friends on how to cope with 
the growing problem, and how to avoid contracting the 
disease 


But this will take far more money than 1s at present 
coming in 


Ms D. Margesson, the finance officer and fundraiser in 
Mutare, said this week that the most urgent need now 
was for finance and that formal Ictters of appeal for 
donations are being sent out throughout Zimbabwe, in 
order to set up an office and counselling rooms/informa- 
tron centre in Mutare 


“Once these modest facilities are established in Mutare. 
it 1s envisaged that similar groups will be started in all 
main centres throughout Zimbabwe, and it 1s planned 
that all finances will be held in central holding accounts 
to be used for tuture expansion.” 


Any monies donated to FACT can be sent to the orga- 
nisation, P O Box 970, Mutare, or to Ms D Margesson at 
P © Box 16, Juhasdale 


9274 
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Tsetse Control Technique Uses Cattle as Living 
Traps 

S4000100 Harare THE FARMING GAZETTE wu 
Enelish 4 Mar 88 p 23 


[Text] Tsetse-fly control in Zimbabwe 1s moving into a 
new phase with the acceptance of a relatively new 
technique as an integral part of control programmes 


Compiementing acrial and ground spraying and the 
odour-baited trap 1s the use of cattle themselves as living 
traps to lure the fly to its destruction 


The simplicity and practicability of the concept of using 
a cattle dip harmful to flies as well as ticks in tsetse- 
infested areas 1s immediately evident. The technique 
uses a dipping programme aircady in place. and no costly 
supporting infrastructure ts necessary 


On the inmtuative of Dr Alex Wilson. technical advisor to 
Cooper (Zimbabwe) Lid. the synthetic pyrethroid delta- 
methrin was tested on 330 head of cattle in Chesa. 2 
tsetse-infested area, in 1984. The results claimed was the 
halving of the incidence of trypanosomiasis among these 
Cattle compared to those at adjoining diptanks 


F xperiments 


4 subsequent experiment at National Parks’ Rukomech: 
Research Station showed that after dipping with delta- 
methrin virtually all flees alighting on an ox were killed 
for the following || days, and for a further 52 days. 75 


AFRICA (SUB-SAHARA) 


percent of those alighting were “knocked down . Anock 
down 18 cquivaicni to mortality im Naturc. sence pre 
dators usually account for ummobilised flees 

An extensive ficld trial was then carned out by the Ficid 
and Tsetse Control Branches of the Department of 
Vetermary Services. in an arca of 2.500 square kilon 
ires on the north casicrn bordcr with Mozamtngquc 


With a heavy tsetse infestatoon in neighbouring Mozam 
Dbiguc. and a cleared are to the south and west. the tral 
areca was considered dca! to demonmratic the potential of 


, 


dipping as a barricr to the fly mvading Cleared arcas 


Twenty thousand cattle were treated at 13 deps mm the 
area for a year. using ( ooper’s Decatin whoch rs based on 
deltamethrin 


By the end of the first trial persod in med-1987. trypa 
nosomiasis infection among the cattle had apparently 
been climinated in the larecr part of the arca. and was 
reduced to a low level in arcas adjacent to Mozvamnqu 
where tsctse re-invasvon could be capected 

The citectivencss of the product im the control of tsct« 
populations was thus estahirshed. Fly catches on the area 
using recorded primarily in cattle-free zones 


Reduce numbers of parsitrs ascs of infection continut 
10 be recorded at border centre. bul it m6 mos Sigmitn ant 
that the dipped cattle populatron is acting as a barrict 
and preventing re-invasion of tsetse flics to the west 


9°74 
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Outbreak of Influenza Reported in ROK 
Seoul YONHAP in English OOS? GMT 1 Apr &8 


South Korca’s Health 
ssucd a nalwnwrdc warming 


[Text] Seoul, April | 1 

and Social Affairs Monestr 
Wednesday agains Tarwancse-type influenza A. The 
warning followed an cprdcrmological survey of ecncra 
hospitals in Scoul and pusan whech found that out of 84 
persons hospitalized tor respiratory probicms. two sub 
sects were infected with ‘he influenza. Tarwancse-type 
influenza A. with such symptoms as severe coughing 
fever. headaches and ¢’..fls. has recently been widespread 
m such foreign countries as Singapore, Malaysia. Ital 
the Lnited States and Sertreriand. The mfloenza was 
widespread in Tarwan om 1986. The elderly and children 
between the ages of five and 15 are susceptible to 
respiratory discases caused by the mnflucnza. the ministry 
$aic 


ahe r 
a)? 


VIETNAM 


Insect Infestation Reported 
BK 191000 Hanoi Dome Ser 
1100 GMT 18 Mar && 


[Summary] Due to prolonged cold weather. ground bee 
thes have appeared on winter-spring nocficelds with a 
relatively high densit T he Protection 
Department has. therefore. suggested that all provinces 
and cities launch a drive to prevent and stamp out these 
insects, using hoth manual :nethods and insecticides 


Vegetation 


FAST ASIA 17 


insect Lafestation Reported Nationwide 


RA wives Hae a. Wy , ‘Breil se 

7 - ; ‘is / Z in AS 

‘Summary Roce Dlast has flared up. causng wok 
spread damage to Mh-month spring race wo wihern 
provinces. Thx percentage of rece arcas aliccted Dy thx 
Dieght +s relatively laree: about 10-20 percent in Nghe 
Tinh. Thanh Hoa. and Binh Tr: Theen Prowences. the 


Dirght has ravage gr ugh! 2%) hectares of roce woh 


Nghe Tinh alone accounting for 6.500 hectare: 


A total of “ower 47 metre tons of rex hugs have heen 
caught in Thanh Hioa and Neg < Tonh Prowrnoes it 
reported that the “root suffocation drscasce 1s also wnflect 
ig widespread bosses to low-lyeng, acrid soul-hased rove 
arcas im varvous northern provinces.” Roce gall flees are 
ravaging 7.000 hectares of noe wm Binh Tm Theen where 
1) hectares of we have been compictcly wiped oul 


In southern provinces hal teal rollers are foing harm 
to OO.14) hectares of winter-spring rice and “have 
oncentraicd mamniyvy m An (nang Duong Thap. Aocn 


(nang, and Tay Non The average density of mmsecct 
mifcstation in thew s |-2 onsects at least and 5-10 
INSCCTS al MOS Per + let 

In the days ahead. 1 1s gorng to be overcast. the me 


blast will develop VImgoroUNs and will do great harm toa 
number of localitecs whiic “haby ical rollers floating 
worms, noe Diast. and aphcicnchonics oryzac will ravage 
late-planted winter-spring rice mm southern provinces 


lt «s proposed by the Vegctatron Protection Department 
and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry that 
northern provinces mspect and spray msecticede mm rece 
fields to prevent rece Diast and use scoop-nects to catch 
baby icafrolicrs mn carly-planied “Mth-month spring rice 
ficids coastal areas. Meanwhile, southern provinces must 
continuc to cradicate brown icafhoppers,. white-hacked 
nce planthoppers, aphcienchordes oryzac. and other 
msects and blights in late-planicd winter-spring mc 
fields 
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AIDS Incidence Climbs in Sao Paulo Inicrior 
$400201 3h Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAL LO w 
Portuguese 4 Mar 88 p 12 


[Text] Campinas State Agency—The AIDS cases 
reported om the micrior sectson of the state are mncreaseng 
beyond the official cupectations. with an 18.5 percent 
ruse, according to the latest surwey made by the Regronal 
Health O*fice (ERSA)} of Campinas. for the penod from 
July 1982 to December 1987. mm comparison with the 
datz published by the agency last November relateng to 
patients with the discase alrcady cstabinshed. without 
considering cases of positive scrology not yet showing 
clumcal manifestations. With the month of December 
included im the mvestigation. the number of cases rose 
from 71 to 87, without taking into account thos not yet 
showing all the symptoms of the disease. The data 
provided by the Epsdemiological Vigilance Department 
also report the occurrence of 55 deaths. 28 of which were 
im Campinas alonc 


ERSA ec=plains that these figures do not yet record the 
possible cases occurring mm January and February. and 
therefore they do not depict the current situation. Dur- 
ing November, 7! AIDS cases were reported im the 
region's 83 municipalities. with 49 deaths. and 35 cases 
in Campinas, where 80 percent of the patients (28) died 


The coordimator of the Vigilance Department. (arlos 
Eduardo Abrahao. considers these figures “data subject 
to revision,” owing to the difficulties in procuring not- 
fication of the cases. As of last month. the notifications 
reported the caistence of 80 persons with positive serol- 
ogy. including 61 in Campinas. This month, ERSA will 
publish another survey updating the progress of the 
disease in the region 


Males are still the ones most afflected with AIDS (accord. 
ing ‘o the research pertaining to the period from July to 
December of last year), Most of the cases relate to 
homosexuals (3? cases), and brsexuals (24 cases). In the 
region, the cases of AIDS contracted through injectable 
drugs have not caceeded seven, while hemophilia 1s 
responsible for three cases. and transfusion . for only 
one 


2909 


First Malaria Case in Rie Grande do Sul in W 
Years Reported 

$4002013¢ Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PALLO nm 
Portuguese 4 Mar 88 p 12 


[Text] Porto Alegre State Agency— The worker, Alvarino 
Lopes, aged 34. an employee of the Amadeu Ross: arms 
factory in Sao Leopoldo in Greater Porto Alegre. con- 
tracted malaria without having left the ¢' ate. Thies 1s the 
first case of an outbreak of the disease +1, Avo Grande do 
Sul in the last 30 years. Malaria has a major incidence in 


LATIN AMERICA 18 


Amavona. and « transmuted by a mosquito of the 
Anopheles spececs whech 1s diveded imto several calcgo- 
mes. Onc of them. kericsz:a. transmets the discase Dut 
docs not canst om Reo Grande do Sul 


Romew Baldrssecra. director of the Epsdcmiological Con- 
trol Divesson of the Secretanat of Health and Environ 
ment (SSMA). clanms that. mm prencepic. there are only 
two possebulitecs. Sence the patecnt did not icave the 
Matec. he may have been betien Dy an Anophecics mos 
guito whech had previously Ditien someconc with malar- 
1a. or cise he may have been Detten by thal same type of 
msect whech came with a shipment of lumber from 
Paraguay. Alvarino works m a section thal receives 
many lumber shipments from northern Paraguay. a 
regron om whech there os a hegh mncedence of malaria 


Baldissera says that the secretarial 1s conducting an 
cprdermological survey to ascertam whether Aivarino 
contracted malaria through transmission from a mos 
guito carsteng mm the state or outsede of ut. The worker's 
life 1s not at rrsk. he 1s confined mn the Porto Alegre Holy 
House of Mercy. az the disease was diagnosed on |” 
February. Two weeks before the confirmation of the 
malaria. Alvaryno had chills and fewer. The treatment 1s 
given with quinine and chiorophene 


Romew Baldissera siressed that thes rolated case “docs 
not have epedeme features” He also notes that 
although the kerteszia mosquito does not canst in Rio 
Grande do Sul. “thes fact will now have to be checked 
accura«ly. 


*o09 


Deaths From Leptospirosis on Rise in Rio de 
Janeiro 

5400.20.01 4a Reo de Jancire O GLOBO in Portugues 
| War AS pis 


[Text] Yesterday. with the deaths of 6 more persons in 
the state. who were victors of leptospirosis, the number 
of fatalitees since the appearance of the outbreak 
increased to 29. A total of 527 cases has already been 
reported and. according to the Health Secretariat, that 
number 1s duc to double, particularly mn the municipality 
of Rio. because tt has now been 10 days since the last 
rainfall, the avevage tome that the disease takes to man- 
ifest ctself. There are 429 beds in 20 of the city’s hospital 
units occupied by patients infected with leptospirosis 
found in rat urine and diluted in the floodwaters. As of 
last might. 89 patents had been discharged. and will 
receive climecal treatment at cight triage Stations set up 
yesterday by the Health Secretariat 


Directors of 20 Reo hospitals met yesterday with the 
state undersecretary of health. Antoni Ivo de Carvalho 
at hes office. and discussed methods for preventing the 
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Orain raic tr wr) ree neg 5 “5 a> . + " 
conmocred . wach 28 DF sing 

patients anc Making a at ) 20 

mois ~ thy “ns 4 . 

Th mnocrsc ct ; naricd A : : ‘ 
ircal up | iw _ umh ; . y . 
Curing | mcal icow Cavs 

T be n . r acc ' r ry mito ng i? a “? 
ras Moe Tr crx targed “a >. rose? P : s rat 
ihe triage Process. Cirecting patients. Ocepending on i? 
sxTIOuUShCsS OF Ihe Cass. 1 mits whan are prom 
equipped and capahb f treateng them. The hosprta 
whech have been ready sinc sicrda’ : r 
tircaimcni 1 vyactorms | cpiospiroms._ ar r Sa 
Scbastiao State Institute of Inicctology. the Foundat 

| niversity Hospita the Bonsucesso Creneral Hospita 
the Pedro Ernesto Hosprial. the Lagoa Hospital. tt 
Posse Hospital. the Anton Pedro Hospital. and t? 
Petropolss Faculty Hosprta 

Last neght. the secretary | healt? hose Ge ( arval? 
Noronha and the director | the Fp aecrr * 1h nar 
ment Duana Mau submutted a report to Goverr 
Moreira Fran ntaining the information discusses 
ihe mecting. According to the maps and charts Derr 
ted the Rw Lowlands acocownt tor $5.9 per ’ f ot 
Cases reported Dy late yesterday aficrnoon. 1) thal tota 
.3.6 percent were reported m Nova Iguacu. the mur 
pality with the heghest rate mm the Lowlands. The a 
pAlity f Reo. with 26 percent of t ola! pater 
sult ring trom icptospirosrs s ihe areca of gereal , 
cem 

[hana Mau! commented We have observed a tender 
of the disease to Geciine mm the Lowlands. where mos 
the arr. ra OF The verius as aif ad shown t lise aw 
In Reo. the reports madicatic thal the cases are tending 
mrtax 

Nh laimeca that thy 2 nor ‘ ncermed le 
mproving t Pre garhag ’ r : he y pa 
strmncken hw the rar 

The secretary remarked “Crarhage a mulation fo 
the prolifcration of rats. The governor has sand that ? 
miends tO talk with the ma r | sirecken area 
request more efttort in the work dor ' an ihe wrt 
crnicrs 

HLAP Has Beds But Lacks Personne! 

Nitero: now has over 10 cases of leptosprross. If t? 
number increases as anticipated, the patients wil! ha 
be sent to Rio vercrowding th ty s hospria 
further T he Antonro Pedr lig roity } .— 
(ML AP) the only one nm Niter quipped to tr 
victims of mnfectrous parasitical discases, has protmcn 


SLC AM Alerts to [de mgr b pide mrihk 


Nao Paulo 
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Sexagally [Transmitted Diseases Down 


Ss 
Cc cy IA RIC 4 $400 2017) [F diterial Report} ‘ lowe il A NAC I ~\ 


AIDS Cases Reported at he f fon AIDS was received 


. — ’ =“ f reported cases of 
$400 201° [Editorial Report}—San Jose LA NAC TON - 1 drs big rom the M 
Spanish on 11 March 88 carnes on p 184 word i Healt r f 4 por 

report Statong thal sin AIDS cases wer lagnosed if het ‘ f ‘ta ss rrfica 
Fehruan a hoch hye ngs th JRA total t 4 rding 4 ' ’ 5 — : ine ; ) 
Minister of Health Dr Edgar Mots and Asssta Ler } | ; rrnca 5 | > Tri 
tor of the Epidemiology Branch Dr Leonardo Marany 7 ou ling fig vere 48 +O 
me + of the 6 February cases were intected om ( os f f \* 1} hove th 

~ a wt he reomaming 5 « On 1 ») at « 4 ‘ ‘ 
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BANGLADESH 


Tuberculosis Reported Spreading } ast Throughout 
Country 

S4S00118 Dhaka THE NEU NATION on Ey ; 

lO Fe 54 p Z 

om” See, lee 


|Artecie {TBE ery Ycar 


[Text] Jhenmsdah. Feb & About |! lakh people of th 
country are Demg attacked with tuberculoss wh 
YUU) dee of thes discase annually im the country 
( ompcient sources Chose to tuPhercuhoss 
gramme revealed about SOO.U00 people had been suffer 
ing from tuberculosis throughout the country. Of them 
4.5 lakh have been suffering from pulmonary imfectious 
tuberculosis 


mirc pro 


Measures undertaken esther by the government on other 
private health care organisations for preventing TB arc 
too few to do the needful meanwhile. the discase 1s 


spreading fast om varrous places of the country 


The exact magnitude of thes dangcrous discasc was 
reveaicd in the National Prevelence Survey conducted in 
1964-66 According to the survey four per cent of th 
population in Bangladesh was suspected of TB cases. five 
per cent of ihem suffering from open infections tubercu 
hosts. At the age of 14 years. 45 per cent of people ect 
infected with tubercle baci: and $8 per cent ect infected 
with tubcrole baci 

A study regarding tuberculosis conducted recently shows 
that seven out of | .000 persons had been suffering from 
pulmonary infectious TB in 1966 


But the facilities for treatment of TB patrents are too 
meagre to cope with the requirement. Unly 966 beds in 
different hospitals in the country are allotted to the TB 
patrents. ul of the total beds. there are 400) beds in 
IDCH, Mohakhali, Dhaka. 150 beds m Rayshah: TB 
Hospital, 100 beds in Khulna, 100 beds mm Chittagong 
56 beds in Sythet and 160 beds m cight other TB 
hospitals m the country 


in additron. there are 44 TR clomecs at deatrecttevels 
which are not equipped with adequate amenities 


The disease m% mostly prevaicent m rural areas where 
people can hardly avail of treatment as most of the TR 
hospital and climecs are situated mn urban arcas 


A source of the TB control Programme sand. establish 
mem of TB clinics at umon level «s vitally needed to 
successfully control the disease. The source added that 
an integrated TB control programme was undertaken by 
the government but duc to administrative lapses. th 
programme could not be implemented 





NEAR EAST & SOUTH ASIA 2 


The sources sand. medaincs worth Tk 1.5 crore are 
required tO arrange trcaiment tor 18 patecnis wherca: 
nix Tk 35 lakh are now ocing spcni for ihc purpox 


INDIA 


Viimister Gives End-1987 Statistics on Aids 
4° ‘> \ow Delt ParlRio] n bne m AS po 


Excerpt] Only 15 full-blown cases of Acguired Immun 
Defiocacy Svadrome (AIDS) hawe been detected m 


India lanuary thes vear of a total of 222 cases 
reporied s tar. reports UNI 


Mirnsster of State for Health Saro 
Rana Sabha 


mmcluded cight Indians. one non-rewdent Indian and si 


Khaparde told th 
on Wednesday that the full-blown cases 


fore igre r+ 


The evidence collected s far suggcsicd that the cight 
Indians who had succumbed to the drscase contracted i 
Guring thewr stay abroad 


Mis Khaparde told Mr V. Narayanswamy and Mr BD 
( handre Crowda that m view of thee. the number of 
AIDS cases op the cowntry was very omall 


The menester sand the cight full-Diown cases so far in 
India wee two cach from Maharashtra and Punjab. and 
one cach from Andhra Pradesh. Jammu and Kashmir 
(sujyarat and Uttar Pradesh. (ine case reported recently 
from Karnataka was still berng cramined 


The moenrster sard no vaccine had been mntroduced any 
where on the wortd oo far to fight thes discase 


Health Minrter Moirlal Vora told Mr Aladi Arwna and 
Mr Rauf Vallwilah that the first case of suspected AIDS 
mn the country had heen detected m Tamilnadu 


;>*) >> 


Prev. ‘ence of Tobacco-Related Cancer Discussed 
4500717 New Detti PATRIOT in Lreiion 
>) Beh aS ps 


[Text] More than exght lakh people dec prematurely duc 
to tobacco related discases in the country every year. The 
total tobacco chewing and smoking population mm th 
country + about crore And with widespread mainutn 
tron the susceptitulity to tobacco-related cancer m India 
is greater 


Considering that tobacco use the sengle preventabic 
cause of premature mortality and mortedity the world 
over, speakers at a public meeting on “Tobacco Epidem 
x om the caprtal on Saturday siressed the need for mass 
education campaigns 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


Commentary Reviews FRG Anti-AIDS Initiatives 
54002443 Hambure DIE ZEIT in German 
1 Jan 88 p 41 


[Article by Susanne Meyer: “An Iliness No Longer™] 


[Text] The New Year: this 1s the year 8 after AIDS. Seven 
years ago an immune deficiency that no one recognized 
at the time was diagnosed for the first time in a patient 
in the FRG. Today every child knows about it: AIDS ts 
on everyone's mind. AIDS was advanced to the status of 
a word in 1987. That is the result of an information 
campaign with the motto: AIDS concerns everyone. It is 
also the result of a deliberate panic: AIDS ts the end of 
mankind, wrote Hans Halter recently in DER SPIEGEL 

Many warned at the outset that AIDS could change 
society, and it has come about. We have armed ourselves 
on many fronts. 


We have succumbed to the morbid fascination of an 
iliness that almost all of us know only from hearsay. To 
date there are no more than 18 cases for every | million 
inhabitants of the FRG: 1,588 AIDS patients were 
reported to the Public Health Office in the past 5 years 
and no one can say with certainty whether we are reaily 
looking at 200,000 infected persons. The Frankfurt 
AIDS specialist Prof Wolfgang Stille suspects that we 
Germans are a nation of hysterics, although he has been 
reproached with being a slogan maker for the Bavarian 
Secretary of State Peter Gauweiler and his aggressive 
catalog of measures to combat the epidemic: A law was 
passed, supposedly to protect the Bavarian population's 
health: compulsory testing of those suspected of being 
contagious, job bans for those infected, internment of 
those disobeying the law, and closing the borders to those 
suspected of having AIDS 


But looking at Bavaria with a sense of outrage can easily 
obscure our view of what else is happening. In Bonn at 
the beginning of last year—with good intentions but also 
under pressure from Bavaria—a gigantic scenario was 
draw up, “AIDS Offensive by the Federal Government” 
is the significant name given to it in the coalition 
agreements. A DM135 million package was wrapped up 
DM50 million for information, DM30 million for care 
of the sick, DM25 million for AIDS experts offices in 
every German health office. DM5 million for the “AIDS 
Coordination Staff in Bonn, DMSmillion for an “AIDS 
Center” in Berlin. A “National AIDS Advisory Board,” 
a panel of 35 experts, has been set up to advise the 
government, an “AIDS Inquiry Commission” meets 
regularly. The panel discusses in detail such questions as 
whether it can be excluded with absolute certainty that a 
pilot suffering from AIDS could cause a plane to crash as 
the result of a sudden dulling of his perceptive faculties. 
With the topic of AIDS it is very difficult for many 
people to tolerate a “residual risk.” 
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The “National AIDS Advisory Board” 1s constantly 
occupied with questions such as whether AIDS would 
have to be acknowledged as an occupational iliness, 
whether an AIDS test should be part of an examination 
for fitness to serve in the tropics. Whether a test of all 
hospital patients makes sense. whether the hospital staff 
ought to be tested. whether all Bundeswehr recruits 
should be tested. And even if obligatory testing 1s almost 
always rejected, if volunteering and anonymity are 
always stressed, the trend 1s unambiguously moving 
toward recommending a test: for pregnant women, for 
couples wanting to have children, for recruits, for 
patients with an unclear diagnosis, for people who sus- 
pect that they may have infected themselves. Shortly 
before Christmas. the Ministry of Health indicated that 
it was NOl averse to what is known as a prevalent study to 
determine exactly the distribution of infection in the 
population. The test front has been established, as if the 
final solution to the AIDS question can be reached in 
this way. The smallest amount of moncy 1s being spent 
on helping infected drug addicts-——a social group that 1s 
most at risk. Quick decree. edicts. and threats do not 
help in this case, only a package of long-term offers to 
help them escape from their illegal status 


Instead, studies have been commissioned, which are 
supposed to provide a survey of Germans sexual behav- 
ior. The state will soon know who likes to have sex, 
when. and how. It has already been determined in 
“insurance-related studies” what the survival period of 
someone suffering from AIDS ™ (a maximum of 10.9 
months), what costs can be involved (as much as DM 
100,000, which 1s no more than with other iinesses) 


We have issued leather jackets and rubber gloves to 
policemen and plastic masks to emergency services for 
the mouth-to-mouth resuscitation of someone who may 
be infected. We have. not only on account of the state, 
reached out to grasp the AIDS problem with our 
renowned German thoroughness 


Scarcely a weekend goes by without an invitation to a 
conference on the topic of AIDS. AIDS and the law, 
AIDS and women, AIDS and human rights, AIDS and 
civil liberties, AIDS and, and, and 


Until now anyway, AIDS 1s an illness which has affected 
homosexual men and drug users in up to 90 percent of 
the cases, but there 1s discussion in carefully prepared 
papers whether AIDS could be a reason for divorce 


Women make up only percent of those with the 
iliness—since !982. in 6 years, exactly 96 female patients 
have been reported to the Health Office—but not long 
ago no less than 400 people gathered to debate this topic 
There are already two books on the subject 


No more than 13 children in the FRG had caught AIDS 
so far—O.8 percent of the total—but there are innumer- 
able documentaries that have been written, appeared in 
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print. or broadcast on this topic. A gala concert for 
children suffering from AIDS was staged in Munich. A 
ciuzens’ movement “Children To Help Children With 
AIDS” has been formed 


In Hanover six leading chefs cooked for an AIDS dinner 
to which the wife of Prime Minister Albrecht was invit- 
ed: the gourmets paid DM250 per plate. Elisabeth Tes- 
sier. Franz Beckenbauer and Richard Claydermann 
appeared on television in an AIDS Multi Vision gala 
broadcast. One could almost think that AIDS 1s fun. as 
long as one 1s free of it oneself 


Even those who consider themselves the opposition to 
the prevailing laws of thinking and marketing. have 
taken up their positions in the battle concerning AIDS— 
without having succeeded im achieving any broad sol:- 
darity with those infected and 1] with the disease. Al 
most they defend their own position. The left-wing 
periodical KONKRET was the first magazine to bring 
oul a special edition on AIDS on the very market which 
KONKRET ridiculed in the same rssue as that of the 
“bourgeois press.” Editor in chiet Gremliza_ pro- 
nounced—with a scorn for the sufferers almost equal to 
Gauweiler s—that it was possible to live with microbes 
and metastases: “It 1s metaphors that bring death.” 
Rushing hastily to identify scapegoats, like our Bavarian 
colleagues fighting AIDS, feminists in EMMA identified 
the male, as the virus carrer, as the target to be fired at 


In TEMPO, Matthias Horx revealed how the thinking of 
the fathers 1s passed on unexpectedly to the sons: AIDS 
he argued, will carry out a negative selection in society — 
single out artists, intellectuals, the interesting people. A 
process of selection which Dr Heike Wilms-Kegel 
recently imputed to the Minister of Health Rita Sues- 
smuth as intentional: “Is that not the ultimate goal of 
Suessmuth’s information campaign’? Is the campaign not 
aimed equally at the virus and the carrier” asks the 
Bundestag delegate from the Greens, who 1s also a 
member of the AIDS Inquiry Commission, in an article 
In the FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHALU the Bremen 
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medical sociologist Gerd Goeckenjahn denied that there 
was any informative meaning to AIDS information 
“There should not be any hope that tolerant, solidaristic, 
and more open social conditions will come about as a 
result of AIDS.” 


Two months before this article appeared, the Central 
Office for Health Information had published a poll. 
according to which two-thirds of those questioned came 
Oul against compulsory testing and ostracizing those 
afflicted. In 1985. 75 percent had been in favor of 
mandMory reporting. today it 1s only $1 percent. We 
have AIDS to thank for the largest self-help organization 
of our times, an perfect cxample of solidarity: in more 
than 50 regional AIDS-assistance centers those affected 
are Organizing groups. providing information about the 
disease, giving advice on the topic of “safer sex.” Sull, 
barely 20 percent have changed their sexual behavior 
because of AIDS 


Beyond all the rhetorical battles, burcaucratic excesses 
and official decrees, many citizens have apparently 
understood—and this may be the most cheering news on 
the subject of AIDS: AIDS 1s a disease, a severe disease 
but no longer a disease. A disease that cach individual 
can best protect himself from 


AIDS 1s a disease about which we still know little. It 5 
difficult to diagnose, difficult to treat and (as yet) incur- 
able. No one can make a serious statement today about 
how fast it 1s spreading. how many people are infected 
how many will survive. According to Frankfurt professor 
Exslke Brigitte Helm, whom DER SPIEGEL enlists as the 
prophetess of catastrophe. it can become very serious— 
“but it could be just the reverse: much less harmtul than 
we all think.” 


Every day we learn something new about AIDS. Only 
one thing 1s certain so far: it 1s a disease that holds up a 


mirror to our society like no other 
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